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Fifa considers punishing Thierry Henry over handball incident 

• Sepp Blatter says cheating has to be eradicated for 2010 
• Five officials per game for South Africa World Cup an option 

Fifa's executive committee will decide if Thierry Henry will face sanctions for his handball against the 
Republic of Ireland.  
Fifa will decide on Wednesday how to punish Thierry Henry over his controversial handball against the 
Republic of Ireland as part of a wide-ranging disciplinary crackdown that could include the introduction of 
five match officials at next year's World Cup. 
Sepp Blatter revealed yesterday that tomorrow's emergency meeting of the Fifa executive committee would 
consider sanctions against Henry but did not say whether the player could be banned. 
In the wake of the furore over Henry's handball Blatter again ruled out the use of video technology, saying 
that the game had to retain its "human face". But he again advocated the use of goalline technology, saying 
that Fifa would introduce it when it became "accurate" enough. 
The France striker, whose actions provoked a storm of protest, told the Fifa president in a private phone call 
that his wife and daughter in London had faced threats from enraged fans as a result of his infamous 
handball prior to crossing for William Gallas to put Ireland out of the tournament. 
Speaking at the Soccerex conference in Johannesburg, Blatter also said that sudden-death play-offs could be 
scrapped ahead of the next World Cup qualifying campaign in the wake of the chaos that enveloped the 
match in Paris and other combustible ties between Egypt and Algeria and Uruguay and Costa Rica. "There is 
too much at stake and football is so important. To be qualified or not qualified is so important. To determine 
qualification by one match only … we have to look at that," said Blatter. 
The Fifa president said that deliberate handballs, shirt pulling and diving had become a threat to the game's 
future. "There is a lack of discipline and respect in the game by the players because they are cheating by 
playing with the hand, pulling shirts and diving. We have to fight against that," he said. 
Blatter, who is expected to stand for re-election as Fifa president in 2011 for a further four-year term, said he 
would appeal to the executive committee to do their "duty"  and take tough action to crack down on dissent 
and cheating. 
"One billion people are indirectly involved in our game. Those that have the highest responsibility are those 
exposed by the television cameras but also because they take the highest amount of money. They must have 
a responsibility. This is the appeal I will make to the executive committee, otherwise I will do it alone," he 
said. 
"We have to take responsibility to make sure Fifa's World Cup in Africa will be played according to the 
rules of the game and the sprit of fair play. We have six months to show to the world that we have changed 
because of what has happened in the last [qualifying] matches of the World Cup. If we are not able to do so, 
we will put our papers under the desk and go home. We must do it." 
As revealed by the Guardian, the International Football Association Board will discuss in March whether to 
agree to introduce two linesmen behind each goal to adjudicate on incidents in the penalty areas, as trialled 
in this year's Europa League. "We will have to see if this is feasible and whether it is realistic. But we have 
to do something." 



 
I. Read the article and say whether the following statements are true or false. Circle T (for “true”) or 
F (for “false”).  
 

1. Blatter considers the possibility of using video technology to referee matches. 
2. Henry’s daughter has been menaced. 
3. Blatter likes the fact that qualification is determined by one match only. 
4. A new rule has introduced two linesmen behind each goal. 
5. Thierry Henry won’t be punished. 

 
Answer below by circling your choice: 
 

1. T F 
2. T F 
3. T F 
4. T F 
5. T F  

 
 
II – Here are words from the article. For each word, circle the appropriate definition in this context. 
 
 

1) crackdown  
a) severely repressive actions 

 
2) banned 
a) forbidden by law 

 
3) wake 
a) aftermath, consequences 

 
4) prior  
a) before; anterior: earlier in time 

 
5) scrapped 
a) disposed of 

 
6) stake 
a) in question or at issue 

 
7) cheating  
a) violating accepted standards or rules 

 
8) Diving 
a) offensive play 

 
9) Duty 
a) work that you are obliged to perform 

 
10) feasible 
a) Doable, achievable, workable 

 


