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Read the following article and say whether the following statements are right (R) or 

wrong (W) by ticking the correct box. You do NOT have to justify your choices.  

 

Kelly exposed as champion Nimby 

By Graeme Wilson and Nigel Bunyan, The Daily Telegraph, 11/05/2006 

 

Ruth Kelly's crusade against middle-class "Nimbies" was in disarray last night after it 

emerged that she had opposed the building of hundreds of homes in her constituency. The 

Communities and Local Government Secretary was accused of double standards after 

pledging this week to "root out" the Not-in-my-backyard - or Nimby - tendency to oppose her 

housing developments. Miss Kelly complained that government plans to build thousands of 

low-cost homes were being frustrated because people were too "protective of their own 

space". 

 

But her comments were greeted with incredulity in Bolton, where locals revealed that she had 

become notorious for objecting to new housing developments in her well-heeled constituency 

of Bolton West. 

On one occasion, she even urged local residents to "savour this sweet victory over the 

developers" after blocking plans for 1,100 new homes in her constituency. 

 

Margaret Rothwell, the chairman of Bolton council's planning committee, confessed that she 

had been flabbergasted by Miss Kelly's decision to declare war on the Nimbies. The Liberal 

Democrat councillor said: "I've spent about six years on the planning committee and in my 

experience whenever a group of residents in her constituency object to a development in her 

patch, she always backs them." Since her election to the Commons in 1997, Miss Kelly - who 

lives in a four-bedroom detached house that was built on a greenfield site - has routinely 

opposed developments in her own backyard. 

 

In March 2005 she supported residents who opposed plans to build a new Islamic College - 

along with accommodation for 200 boarding students - on a greenfield site in Westhoughton. 

In 2004 she supported residents in a successful campaign to stop 30 one- and two-bedroom 

flats in the Heaton area of Bolton. The year before, she played a leading role in blocking 

proposals for a five-storey apartment block in the same area. In 2002 she fought against plans 

to build new homes on the site of the Bellhouse Hartwell aerospace plant in Westhoughton. 

Two years earlier she celebrated with residents in the same area after they derailed plans to 

build 600 new homes. In 1999 she played a pivotal role in blocking proposals to build 1,100 

new homes in Westhoughton. 

 

John Walsh, who has been a member of Bolton's planning committee for 31 years, said: "I  

 

 



find her hypocrisy breathtaking. A short time ago she was supporting residents in their 

objections on the grounds that they were inappropriate for the area. Now, within days of her 

new appointment, she is saying she intends to bring in legislation to force through such 

developments." Local people also voiced dismay. Roy Walmsley, a member of one local 

residents' association, said: "I am disappointed at the terms in which Miss Kelly has 

addressed herself. She has been supportive in the past, particularly over the protection of 

trees. To call us Nimbies now is most insulting." The Conservatives accused Miss Kelly of 

double standards. The shadow local government secretary, Caroline Spelman, said: "This is 

breathtaking hypocrisy from a minister who has repeatedly opposed development in her own 

constituency yet is happy to steamroller people's objections elsewhere." 

However, a spokesman for Miss Kelly dismissed the criticism, arguing that it was perfectly 

reasonable for the minister to criticise Nimbies while objecting to developments in her own 

constituency. 

 

1. Ruth Kelly is a staunch advocate of the NIMBY attitude. R  W  

2. The Communities and Local Government Secretary was accused by 

Miss Kelly of rooting out the NIMBY tendency. 
R  W  

3. She had become notorious for opposing the new housing developments 

in her own neighbourhood of Bolton West. 
R  W  

4. Margaret Rothwell is not surprised at Ruth Kelly’s fight against the 

Nimbies. 
R  W  

5. Miss Kelly has opposed six housing projects since 1999. R  W  

6. John Walsh accuses Ruth Kelly of being hypocritical when she intends 

to force through such housing developments. 
R  W  

7. Roy Walmsley also objects to Miss Kelly’s attitude for the same 

reasons.  
R  W  

8. Caroline Spelman is a Conservative who also finds Miss Kelly’s 

hypocrisy amazing. 
R  W  

9. Miss Kelly’s spokesman does not see any contradiction between her 

present stand and her past actions. 
R  W  

10. The journalist seems to support Miss Kelly. R  W  

 

 


