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Read the following article and say whether the following statements are right (R) or 

wrong (W) by ticking the correct box. You do NOT have to justify your choices.  

 

Twitter “did not suppress student protesters' accounts” 

Social networking site rejects interference claims as “absurd” 

Paul Lewis and Peter Walker (Guardian.co.uk) Wednesday, 1 December 2010. 

Twitter has rejected as "absurd" the notion it suppressed or interfered with the accounts of 

student protesters or co-operated with the police in monitoring tweets about demonstrations. 

Much of the organising of the marches and occupations at universities and colleges over 

recent weeks has been organised through social networking sites, particularly Twitter and 

Facebook, something which has hampered police efforts to keep abreast of protesters' plans. 

In recent days several Twitter users involved in the demonstrations against education cuts and 

higher tuition fees, notably a group of students occupying part of University College London 

(UCL), have complained that their Twitter accounts were unavailable. The UCL students 

were forced to change to a new @UCLocc after UCLOccupation failed to work for several 

hours. 

Matt Graves, a spokesman for Twitter, said there was "absolutely no truth" in any of the 

claims and said the site had not been approached by police or any other official groups. 

"Twitter has not been contacted by UK authorities or by any UK police force regarding the 

use of Twitter by student protesters," he said. "Any suggestion that we have suspended or 

interfered with the Twitter accounts of protest groups or with hash-tags related to the protests 

is absurd. “Twitter is committed to fostering the open exchange of information because we 

passionately believe it can have a positive global impact. When people can exchange 

information freely and publicly they are able to accomplish great things. He added: "We have 

seen people use Twitter to help each other during fuel shortages, track the spread of wildfires, 

check in during earthquakes, organise major charitable events, spread urgent news efficiently 

around the world, and – quite famously – to organise political protests around the world. We 

have not, and will not, do anything to stand in the way of people using Twitter for the open 

exchange of information. Period." 

Twitter has proved invaluable for student activists to organise groups of protesters, 

particularly to stay mobile and avoid being penned in by police. During yesterday's marches 

the biggest demonstration, in London, split repeatedly to avoid police kettling tactics. 

Although spontaneous, the tactic was also organised on Twitter. The use of kettling has 

proved controversial, and Jenny Jones, a Green party member of the Metropolitan police 

authority, has requested evidence from protesters about police methods during recent protests. 



The Education Activist Network said today another day of action would be held on 11 

December, when parents and teachers would be urged to join students opposed to the 

government's plans for a sharp increase in tuition fees. A spokesman, Mark Bergfeld, paid 

tribute to students who took part in the demonstrations yesterday. He condemned police for 

making so many arrests, describing the protests as "absolutely brilliant". He said: "We are 

building on recent protests and it is clear the movement is growing. More and more young 

people are displaying their anger at the government's plans and we now want to get parents 

and teachers involved." A large protest is being planned for the day MPs vote on tuition fees, 

expected before the end of the month.  

 

1. Twitter is accused of helping police forces against students through 

interfering with their accounts. 
R  W   

2. Twitter and Facebook have unwillingly helped police forces to keep 

track of the student protesters. 
R  W   

3. Students are demonstrating against the rise in tuition fees and reductions 

in the education budget. 
R  W   

4. Students complained that the site UCLOccupation had been impossible 

to access for several hours, blocking information concerning 

demonstrations. 

R  W   

5. Matt Graves admits that Twitter favours an open exchange of 

information and that therefore the police forces could have access to it. 
R  W   

6. Matt Graves reminds us of all the positive uses of such a site as Twitter. R  W   

7. Twitter has been very helpful to students who intended to escape police 

forces. 
R  W   

8. The kettling tactic was organised on Twitter. R  W   

9. Teachers and parents will be asked to participate in the demonstration 

on 11 December. 
R  W   

10. Mark Bergfeld condemned police for making so many arrests and gave 

money to students. 
R  W   

 


